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<SCENE 01 – CURIOSITY>
00:00:05:02
NARRATOR
Are you curious?
NARRATOR
From our first baby steps, we become dedicated explorers of our environment.
And from the moment we can talk, we embark on a ceaseless journey for knowledge.
We want to know why.
NARRATOR
Could this deep thirst for understanding be at the very heart of what it means to be human?
NARRATOR
That’s a good question.
NARRATOR
This “spirit of curiosity” has propelled our species on a journey of discovery.
NARRATOR
We learned how to thrive in arid deserts.
Navigate the roaring oceans despite their terrifying power and unpredictability.
Made a home in the frozen Arctic.
And taken to the air to soar among the birds.
NARRATOR
The last century has seen us take our boldest step yet—
into the deadly vacuum of space, to set our feet on the Moon.
NARRATOR
In recent years we established a permanent presence in space,
on board the International Space Station.
NARRATOR
The technologies we’ve developed in our exploration of space are now part of our everyday lives.
From the technologies in your pocket that make life easier and more connected,
to medical innovations that improve and save lives around the world.
NARRATOR
Above all, we have learned that we can achieve far more when we work together, pooling our energies, resources, and skills.
The tougher the goal, the greater the rewards it brings.
NARRATOR
As we push ourselves to explore further, and take our next big step, where might our curiosity lead us?

<SCENE 02 – MARS>
00:02:07:06
NARRATOR
Mars.
NARRATOR
The Red Planet has long captured our imagination.
Astronomers once speculated they could see canals through their telescopes.
Evidence of intelligent Martian civilizations.
NARRATOR
These dreams were dashed when we finally sent robotic explorers to take a closer look.
It’s a perilous journey, one that many of our robotic friends did not survive.
But the successful missions have transformed our knowledge of this dusty world.
NARRATOR
We now know that in its ancient past, Mars was a warmer, wetter world—
much like Earth, with vast oceans and a thick atmosphere.
Conditions ideal for life.
But those conditions have long since vanished,
leaving behind a hostile and deadly world.
NARRATOR
If we want to take our first steps on another planet, Mars is our best chance of success.
But it won’t be an easy ride.
NARRATOR
Sending humans to Mars will build on the success of our robotic explorers,
and greatly expand our ability to uncover the mysteries of Mars.
NARRATOR
What groundbreaking technologies must we create to make this a reality?
Could we uncover evidence of ancient Martian life?
How can governments, private companies, and people from all walks of life
come together to tackle these extraordinary challenges?
NARRATOR
The distances we must travel are unimaginable.
Mars is over 500 times further away than the Moon.
So, where do we begin?

<SCENE 03 – LAUNCH>
00:03:57:12
NARRATOR
It has been said that a journey of a thousand miles must start with a single step.
When it comes to space travel, that initial step is a launch.
NARRATOR
The goal of launch is to accelerate the crew—and everything they need for their mission—
to speeds many times faster than a bullet.
NARRATOR
To achieve this tremendous velocity requires millions of liters of fuel
and the most powerful engines ever created.
NARRATOR
But what can’t be measured is the sheer scale of the human courage
and determination required.
NARRATOR
The crew, sitting atop this giant cylinder of highly explosive fuel,
have placed themselves in the hands of the thousands of people
that make a launch possible.
NARRATOR
Imagine what might go through your mind in those final moments before ignition.
OTIS MOORE
I know you’re watching, Dad.
You’ve always supported me.
I’m going to make you proud.
JESSIE DURAND
Focus on the mission.
Not that we’re sat on 537,000 gallons of liquid hydrogen.
MATT MCCARTHY
So many people have worked tirelessly to put me here.
I won’t let you down.
PRIYA PATEL
Mummy’s got Ziggy, honey.
We’ll be back soon to tell you all about her big adventure.
MISSION CONTROL
Four… three… two… one.
PRIYA PATEL
We’re an average six.
MATT MCCARTHY
Prepare for separation.
PRIYA PATEL
Auto cut-off on time.

<SCENE 04 – DANGERS>
00:06:40:02
NARRATOR
Whilst launch is one of the riskiest parts of any space mission,
the dangers don’t stop once you are in space.
NARRATOR
Our bodies have evolved in ways that are ideally adapted to our home planet.
Weightlessness might look like fun, but it has its downsides.
NARRATOR
Without gravity telling your body which way is down,
you quickly lose your sense of balance.
This leads to around seven out of every ten astronauts
experiencing motion sickness.
NARRATOR
Fluids in your body behave differently too.
Instead of being pulled down, blood distributes itself more freely, often leading to what astronauts call “moon face,”
as blood pools in your head.
NARRATOR
With the contents of your stomach floating around,
astronauts actually burp less, so gases have to make more frequent use of an “alternative” exit.
00:07:40:00
NARRATOR
On Earth, our muscles and bones are used to fighting against gravity every moment of the day.
In space, those muscles start to waste away,and your bone density drops by 1% every month you spend away from Earth’s pull.
NARRATOR
Micro-meteoroids, which can be traveling up to a quarter
of a million kilometres per hour, simply burn up in Earth’s atmosphere.
Without that atmosphere, they can tear a hole clean through your spacesuit.
NARRATOR
The farther we venture and the longer we stay in space, the more extreme the threats become.
NARRATOR
Cosmic rays from supernova explosions travel at close to the speed of light, punching straight through anything—or anyone—
that gets in their way.
NARRATOR
There are many obstacles to overcome
before we can take our first steps on Mars.

<SCENE 05 – ARTEMIS>
00:08:44:13
NARRATOR
To develop and test the technologies necessary to live and conduct science on Mars, NASA is leading an international endeavour known as the Artemis Program. 
Artemis calls upon the skills and expertise of a huge variety of teams—from medics to engineers, designers to computer programmers, psychologists to physical trainers. 
The astronauts we send are just the tip of the iceberg. 
While the long term goal is to establish a human presence on Mars, the moon is a vital stepping stone for testing the technologies, systems, and human resilience needed to succeed. 
A typical voyage begins with the Space Launch System, which propels the Orion spacecraft and its crew into orbit around the Earth. 
From there, the crew embark on their four day journey to the moon at speeds over 8,000 kilometres per hour. 
The Orion spacecraft must then slow down to rendezvous with the human landing system in orbit around the moon. 
At this stage, the crew will board the landing system to make their descent to the lunar surface. 
These early missions will mark humanity's return to the moon for the first time in well over 50 years.

<SCENE 06 – LUNAR STATION>
00:10:14:12
NARRATOR
Future missions will dock spacecraft with a new lunar-orbiting space station. 
This lunar-orbiting station will serve as a launch platform for future missions to Mars. 
It will build on the knowledge gained from the development of the International Space Station. 
Although designed as a single structure, the Lunar Space Station depends on collaboration between companies and teams from around the world.
LSS ASTRONAUT 01
Can you help me align this panel?
LSS ASTRONAUT 02
Just a bit to the left.
LSS ASTRONAUT 01
Like this?
LSS ASTRONAUT 02
Okay. Perfect.
LSS ASTRONAUT 01
Danke.
NARRATOR
At its furthest point from the moon, the station offers ideal conditions for conducting deep space research. Insights gained here are crucial to keeping a crew healthy during long duration missions to Mars.
LSS ASTRONAUT 02
Okay. Can you check the readings on growth trays three and four.
LSS ASTRONAUT 03
Copy that. I'm just checking the nutrient levels on the lettuce.
NARRATOR
As the Lunar Space Station makes its closest approach to the moon, the crew have a relatively short trip of one-and-a-half thousand kilometres down to the surface. That's a mere stone's throw in space terms.

<SCENE 07 – LUNAR CRUISER>
00:11:47:05
NARRATOR
Once we have permanent access to the moon's surface, the work won't stop there. Establishing a base camp will support longer missions. 
The moon is the perfect testing ground for the technologies and teamwork needed for deep space missions. It allows us to simulate the challenges of living and working in the harsh conditions of another world. 
This is vital preparation for sending humans to Mars.
MOONBASE CREW 02
Affirmative. Switching course for skylight winch.
NARRATOR
Exploring beyond the base will require a new form of transport.
MOONBASE CREW 03
Excursion team Alpha, en-route to outpost two.
MOONBASE CREW 04
See you in the dark side, folks.
NARRATOR
This pressurized rover will transform the way we explore other worlds. The rover will sustain two astronauts for a whole month, enabling them to travel vast distances without the need for a spacesuit. 
During this time, they can focus on their tasks or take the opportunity to rest. The autonomous system will continually plot the safest route, navigating the rugged lunar landscape in real time.
COMPUTER
Departing base perimeter. Estimated arrival at outpost 2 in 12 hours.
MOONBASE ASTRONAUT 04
Got it. Nav-mode, engaged.

<SCENE 08 – SHACKELTON CRATER>
00:13:18:03
NARRATOR
While the Apollo missions focused on the lunar equator, recent efforts have shifted attention to the Moon's south pole and Shackleton Crater, named after the Antarctic explorer. 
This city-sized crater offers areas with permanent sunlight, ideal for solar power, and shadowed regions that may contain water ice preserved for billions of years. 
Missions from the United States, Japan, China, and India have investigated these areas, revealing resources that could support future exploration and extend our reach into space. 
These efforts reflect humanity's shared drive to unlock the moon's mysteries. 
Shackleton isn't the only point of interest in the southern regions. 
Scattered across the Moon's surface are geological formations known as skylights—openings into ancient lava tunnels that conceal shadowed, ice rich environments. 
These skylights invite deeper exploration, challenging astronauts to venture into their mysterious depths.
MOONBASE ASTRONAUT 04
You're clear the edge. Starting descent now. How's it looking down there?
MOONBASE ASTRONAUT 05
Black. Like it just... swallows the light.
NARRATOR
Imagine being the first to step into the cold, dark shadows of a lunar skylight, hidden from sunlight for billions of years. What secrets are waiting to be uncovered by those brave enough to explore? Every step we take on the moon prepares us for the next giant leap. Sending humans to Mars.

<SCENE 09 – JOURNEY>
00:15:46:27
NARRATOR
With the distance between Earth and Mars constantly changing as we each orbit the sun on different paths, picking the right moments for launch and return is crucial. 
The most efficient time to launch is when Earth is catching up with Mars on its inside track, but the voyage can still take up to nine months. 
Our astronauts will have to stay on Mars for 500 days before Earth is in a good position for the return journey home. 
So altogether, this historic mission will take nearly three years to complete. 
For the crew on their way to Mars, the nine-month voyage will push human resilience to its limits.

<SCENE 10 – CHALLENGES>
00:16:31:23
NARRATOR
The spacecraft will serve as the astronaut's lifeboat, with most of its volume filled with fuel and vital supplies, only a small section remains for the crew to live in. 
They must eat, sleep, and even use the bathroom all within the confines of this compact environment. 
Personal space is in short supply. Each astronaut will carry only a handful of treasured belongings. Small reminders of life back home. 
At such a tremendous distance from Earth, there is little prospect of calling home for help. 
Incidents that might be quickly resolved on Earth by visiting a mechanic, dentist, or emergency department will depend entirely on the crew's skills and available equipment. 
The environment on Mars is hostile to say the least. The atmosphere is toxic. Temperatures can plummet to minus one-hundred and fifty degrees Celsius, and the dust is highly corrosive to equipment, and lungs.
NARRATOR
How extreme isolation affects human behaviour on long missions is still unknown. Imagine sharing a few small rooms with the same people for almost a year. 
Communicating with friends and family back on Earth could take up to 24 minutes each way, so every 'hello' will come with a long wait. 
Meals will be the same day after day, sealed in pouches with no fresh fruit or home-cooked meals. 
What would it be like to see the Earth, home to everyone you know and love, as a pale blue dot of reflected sunlight in the night sky? 
These, along with many other challenges, will test even the most highly trained astronauts to the limit. 
So what's the big draw? 
Why go to all the effort? 
Maybe it comes back to our curiosity. 
What drives us to pursue what we love, despite the challenges? 
Whether it's playing a musical instrument, creating art, or competing at sports. The effort and dedication of what lead us to something greater. And while sending a crew to Mars will be incredibly challenging for those involved, it will quite literally be the adventure of a lifetime. 
Searching for life on Mars, ancient or present, offers us an opportunity to answer that question that continues to niggle away at our curiosity. 
Are we alone?

<SCENE 11 – LANDING ON MARS>
00:19:29:18
NARRATOR
After months of watching Earth shrink into the distance, the time will come when Mars looms large in the spacecraft window and our crew is hurtling towards it at a staggering twenty thousand kilometres an hour. 
The biggest challenge of the mission will be slowing down that speed to safely land on Mars, during what engineers call 'the seven minutes of terror'. 
The margin for error is virtually zero. 
A million things need to go right. After all the preparations and training, you are in the hands of those dedicated teams back home who have carefully planned for this historic moment.
 And if anything should go wrong, it's time to trust that someone has already thought of it and has you covered.
MATT MCCARTHY
Heat shield compromised.
JESSIE DURAND
Auto-landing, still engaged.
PRIYA PATEL
We're losing pressure.
MATT MCCARTHY
Remember our training. One step at a time. Every step, together.
JESSIE DURAND
Five-hundred metres.
JESSIE DURAND
Two-hundred metres.

<SCENE 12 – RESOLUTION>
00:21:29:20
NARRATOR
Our curiosity is powerful enough to overcome the many dangers and challenges required to leave our home, and set foot on another planet. 
One day, not too long from now, a team of people with the same hopes, dreams and fears that are common to all, will take that next big step. 
Whoever they are, their footprints will represent the collective endeavours of all humankind.
MATT MCCARTHY
Every step we've taken led us here.
PRIYA PATEL
Curiosity lit the path.
JESSIE DURAND
Every time I look over the Martian landscape, I have to remind myself this isn't a dream. I'm really here.
MATT MCCARTHY
Today's special. Algae shake. Rich in nutrients, and let's be honest, an acquired taste. Cheers to sustainable dining.
OTIS MOORE
The bots work great,
MATT MCCARTHY
but sometimes you just need a human touch... And a drill, of course.
PRIYA PATEL
Well, I said I'd keep you safe Ziggy. But being so far from home, I think I need you more than you need me.
NARRATOR
The technologies and knowledge we gather at each step of the journey will transform the way we live.
JESSIE DURAND
How's the new scanner performing?
OTIS MOORE
Totally rocks. Get it? Rocks! I'll be here all mission.
JESSIE DURAND
Ha. Copy that.
NARRATOR
The information we gather will shed light on some of the biggest mysteries of our time.
PRIYA PATEL
Are you seeing this on the live feed?
JESSIE DURAND
This data... it's like nothing we've ever seen before.
NARRATOR
It will be the culmination of the skills, ingenuity, and determination of countless teams working towards this most ambitious of goals. Among this cast of thousands, what part might you play?
PRIYA PATEL
Okay. Ready? Smile, Ziggy.
ALL ASTRONAUTS
One step beyond!
NARRATOR
Aren't you curious?
PRIYA PATEL
Ziggy!
PRIYA PATEL
Little troublemaker…

THE END
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